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Sprint communications company L.P. ("Sprint") supports MCI's

Petition for Limited Reconsideration of the Report and Order

(Order) released August 18, 1993 (FCC 93-349) in the

above-captioned docket. In that Order, the Commission adopted

new regulations governing the provision of interstate

pay-per-call services to meet the requirements of the Telephone

Disclosure and Dispute Resolution Act (TDDRA).l MCI requests

that the Commission reconsider section 64.1510Cb) of its Rules

which requires that

[a]ny common carrier offering billing and
collection services to an entity providing
interstate information services pursuant to a
presubscription or comparable arrangement •••
shall, to the extent possible, display the billing
information in the manner described in paragraphs
(a) (2) (i)-Cii) of this section.

Paragraph (a)(2) (i) requires four statements concerning the

lPublic Law 102-556, 106 Stat. 4181,
1992.
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non-communications nature of pay-per-call services, voluntary and

involuntary blocking, and restrictions on disconnection of local

and long distance services for non-payment. section (a)(2)(ii)

requires that charges for pay-per-call services be displayed "in

a part of the bill that is identified as not being related to

local and long distance telephone charges."

MCI points out that the TDDRA applies to pay-per-call

services, not 800 information services, and that consumers of 800

information services are protected by the presubscription or

comparable arrangements which they have entered into with the

information services providers. Disclosure statements in every

invoice are unnecessary for such presubscription services because

the information service provider must, inter alia, disclose "all

material terms and conditions associated with the use of the

service" (Section 64.1501(C)(1)(i». MCI also states that the

costs associated with compliance greatly exceed any benefits.

sprint agrees with MCI. The Commission's rule requiring

common carriers that provide billing and collection services to

800 information service providers comply with the billing

information and format of pay-per-call services goes well beyond

the mandate of TDDRA. Moreover, the costs associated with

compliance outweigh any benefits derived therefrom.

In fact, it is difficult to perceive any benefits flowing

from such requirement. Certainly, the Commission does not

explain the need for the application of these pay-per-call rules

to information services provided pursuant to a presubscription or

comparable arrangement. In its discussion of the rule, the
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commission refers to Cincinnati Bell Telephone's (CST's) response

to the Commission's request for co..ents on the feasibility of "a

prohibition against carrier billing for any interstate collect

calls that offer or initiate audiotext or simultaneous voice

conversation programs" (Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq (NPRM),

released March 19, 1993, at para. 36). CBT did not support such

a prohibition because "it is unable at the present time to

distinguish between unregulated collect audiotext calls and

regulated collect calls" (comments of CBT at 2). As a result,

the Commission required the segregation of collect information

service "whenever possible" (Order at para. 74).

Then, almost as an afterthought, the Commission extended the

requirement for segregation of charges to information services

provided pursuant to a presubscription or comparable arrangement.

However, the Commission did not find that such extension was

necessary to protect consumers. On the contrary, the Commission

stated that the rules would apply because common carriers are

able to separate charges in their bills pursuant to their

contractual agreements with information services providers (id.):

Since these services are provided pursuant to specific
arrangements between customers and IPs, carriers who
choose to bill for such services on behalf of IPs
should be able to include in their billing contracts
provisions for identifying such services and billing
the separately.

As the Commission has stated, the purpose of TDDRA is "to

both promote the legitimate development of pay-per-call services

and shield consumers from fraudulent and deceptive practices"

(Order at para. 3). Neither of these is applicable to
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information services provided under presubscription or comparable

arrangements.

For the above reasons, Sprint respectfully requests that the

commission reconsider section 64.1510(b) of its Rules.

Respectfully submitted,
SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L.P.

~"'~~e-r~h-u~t----
Marybeth M. Banks
1850 M Street, N.W., Suite 1110
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 857-1030

November 23, 1993



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Comments" of Sprint
communications Company L.P. was sent via first-class mail, postage-prepaid,
on this the 23rd day of November, 1993, to the below-listed parties:

William W. Burrington
Executive Director and General

Counsel
The National Association for

Information Services
suite 600
1250 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-2603

Peter Arth, Jr.
Edward W. O'Neill
Timothy E. Treacy
Attorneys for the People of the

State of California and the
Public utilities Commission of
the State of California

505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Francine J. Berry
R. Steven Davis
Peter H. Jacoby
Attorneys for American Telephone

and Telegraph Company
295 North Maple Avenue
Room 3244Jl
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

John W. Hunter
McNair , Sanford, P.A.
1155 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20005
Attorney for South Carolina

Telephone Coalition

william B. Barfield
Richard M. Sbaratta
Helen A. Shockey
BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
1155 Peachtree Street, N.E.
suite 1800 .
Atlanta, GA 30367-6000

Edwin N. Lavergne
Rodney L. Joyce
Jay S. Newman
Ginsburg, Feldman' Bress Chartered
suite 800
1250 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-2603
Attorneys for The National

Association for Information
Services

Joel R. Dichter
Jane B. Jacobs
Seham, Klein , Zelman
485 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022
Attorneys for Association of

Information Providers of New
York, Info Access, Inc. and
American Telnet, Inc.

Ken McEldowney
Executive Director
Consumer Action
116 New Montgomery Street
Suite 233
San Francisco, CA 94105

Martin T. McCUe
Anna Lim
United States Telephone Association
900 19th street, N.W.
suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20006-2105

National Association of Consumer
Agency Administrators

1010 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Suite 514
Washington, D.C. 20005



" J,..:, ':.

steven J. Metalitz
Angela Burnett
Information Industry Association
555 New Jersey Avenue, N.W.
suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20001

James P. Tuthill
Nancy K. McMahon
Pacific Bell
2600 Camino Ramon
Room 2W852
San Ramon, CA 94583

Patrick A. Lee
William J. Balcerski
New York Telephone Company and

New England Telephone and
Telegraph Company

120 Bloomingdale Road
White Plains, NY 10605

Gail L. Polivy
GTE Service corporation
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036

James E. Doyle
Attorney General
The State of Wisconsin
P.o. Box 7856
Madison, WI 53707-7856

Grant Woods
Attorney General
The State of Arizona
402 W. Congress
suite 315
Tucson, AZ 85745

Bonnie J. campbell
Attorney General
The State of Iowa
Hoover Building, 2nd Floor
Des Moines, IA 50319

Hubert H. Humphrey, III
Attorney General
The State of Minnesota
suite 1400 NCL Tower
445 Minnesota street
st. Paul, MN 55155

-2-

Robert J. Butler
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Attorney for prodigy Services

Company

Alan F. Ciamporcero
Pacific Bell
1275 pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004

Ward W. Wueste, Jr., HQE03J43
Richard McKenna, HQE03J36
GTE Service Corporation
P. O. Box 152092
Irvinq, TX 75015-2092

Larry D. Lomaz
900 America Ltd.
1 Cascade Plaza
Suite 1940
Akron, OH 44308

Ernest D. Preate, Jr.
Attorney General
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
14th Floor, strawberry Square
Harrisburq, PA 17120

Richard Blumenthal
Attorney General
The State of Connecticut
110 Sherman street
Hartfort, CT 06105

Michael E. Carpenter
Attorney General
The state of Maine
State House station 6
Augusta, ME 04333

Robert Del Tufo
Attorney General
State of New Jersey and NAAG

900 Number Subcommittee Consumer
Protection Committee

Richard Huqhes Justice Complex
CB-080, 8th Floor
Trenton, NJ 07625



Michael F. Easley
Attorney General
The state of North Carolina
P.O. Box 629
Raleigh, NC 27602

Charles W. Burson
Attorney General
state of Tennessee
450 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, TN 37243-0485

James E. Taylor
Richard C. Hartgrove
John Paul Walters, Jr.
Southwestern Bell Telephone

Company
One Bell Center, Room 3520
st. Louis, MO 63101

Rochelle D. Jones
Director-Regulatory
The Southern New England

Telephone Company
227 Church street
New Haven, CT 06510

John F. Sturm
Senior Vice President

Government, Legal and Public
Policy

Newspaper Association of America
529 14th street, N.W.
suite 440
Washington, D.C. 20045-1402

William J. Cowan
General Counsel
New York state Department of

Public service
Three Empire state Plaza
Albany, NY 12223

Albert H. Kramer
Robert F. Aldrich
Douglas E. Rosenfelt
Keck, Mahin & Cate
1201 New York Avenue, N.W.
Penthouse Suite
Washington, D.C. 20005-3919
Attorneys for the American

Public Communications Council

-3-

Jeffrey L. Amestoy
Attorney General
State of Vermont
Pavilion Office Building
Montpelier, VT 05602

Robert A. "Bob" Butterworth
Attorney General
State of Florida
Room 1601, The Capitol
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050

William D. Baskett III
John K. Rose
Counsel for Cincinnati Bell

Telephone Company
Frost & Jacobs
2500 PNC Center
201 E. Fifth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

John M. Goodman
Edward D. Young, III
Bell Atlantic Telephone Companies
1710 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Paul Rodgers
Charles D. Gray
James Bradford Ramsay
National Association of Regulatory

utility Commissioners
1102 ICC Building
Post Office Box 684
Washington, D.C. 20044

Michael s. Pabian
Attorney for the Ameritech

Operating Companies
Room 4H76
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

Lee A. Marc
summit Telecommunications Corp.
1640 South Sepulveda Blvd.
Suite 207
Los Angeles, CA 90025



Glenn B. Manishin
Charon J. Harris
Blumenfeld & Cohen
1615 M street, N.W.
suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
Attorneys for Amalgamated MegaCorp

Peter J. Brennan
Director of Development
Tele-Publishing, Inc.
126 Brookline Avenue
Boston, MA 02215

Debbie Davidson
Cincinnati Bell Telephone Co.
201 E. Fourth street 102-320
P.O. Box 2301
cincinnati, OH 45201-2301

Mary J. Sisak
Donald J. Elardo
MCI Telecommunications corp.
1801 pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
washington, D.C. 20006

Kathryn M. Krause
U S West Communications, Inc.
1020 19th street, N.W.
suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

David Cosson
L. Marie Guillory
National Telephone Cooperative

Association
2626 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Mary Romano*
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
1250 23rd street, N.W., #143
Washington, D.C. 20554

November 23, 1993
*BY HAND

-4-

Walter Steimel, Jr.
Fiab , Richardson
601 13th street, N.W.
5th Floor North
Washington, D.C. 20005
Attorney for Pilgrim Telephone,

Inc.

International Transcription
Service

1919 M Street, N.W., '246
Washington, D.C. 20554

Werner K. Hartenberger
J. G. Harrington
steven F. Morris
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson
1255 23rd Street, N.W.
suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20037
Attorneys for Cox Enterprises, Inc.

Hannock Weisman
50 W. State street, suite 1400
P.O. Box 1298
Trenton, NJ 08607
Attorney for Phone Programs, Inc.

Ian D. Volner
Venable, Baetjer, Howard

& Civiletti
1201 New York Ave., N.W.
suite 1000
Washington, D.C. 20005
Counsel to Direct Marketinq

Association

Danny E. Adams
Ken I. Kersch
Wiley, Rein & Fieldinq
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Attorneys for VRS Billinq

Systems, Inc.

lLrl-!llJ.tlQ
Ruth Goddard ------


